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same sentiments as themselves. They were not cattle, but had all the weak-
nesses of themselves, and all the virtues if they were only brought out. He
made a plea for sanitary housing, and asked that the Europeans would look
upon their indentured Indians as fellow-beings, and not as Asiatics who had
nothing in common with them. The indentured Indian was a moral being,
Do not place him in surroundings in which he cannot rise
from hideous immorality. He is not beyond reclaiming, but is
capable of responding to every moral pressure and realising the
highest moral height.1
Let them credit them to the fullest extent with their weaknesses, as also at
least with the possibility of all the virtues. Would they not then treat their
Indian employees even as brothers? It was not enough that they were well
treated as they well treated their cattle. It was not enough that they looked
upon them with a kindly eye merely; but it was necessary that employers
should have a much broader view of their own position, that they should think
of their employees as fellow human beings and not as Asiatics who had nothing
in common with them who were Europeans, and they would also respond to
every attention that might be given to them. Then they would have an intelli-
gent interest not merely in the material or physical well-being of their men,
but in their moral well-being. They would look after their morality, after
their chidren, after their education, after their sanitation, and, if they were
herding together in such a manner that they could not but indulge in hideous
immorality, that they would themselves recoil with horror from the very
imagination that the men who were for the time being under their control
should indulge in these things because they had been placed in these surround-
ings. Let them not consider that, because these men were drawn from the
lowest strata of society, they were beyond reclamation. No, they would res-
pond to every moral pressure that might be brought to bear upon them, and
they will certainly realise the moral height that is possible for every human
being, no matter who he is, no matter what tinge of colour his skin possesses.2
The Natal Mercury, 14-7-1914 and Golden Number, Indian
Opinwn, 1914
1	What Mows is an additional report found in Golden Number, Indm
Opinion, 1914.
2	S. D. Shroff then proposed a vote of thanks to the Chairman. A num-
b«r of Indians insisted on prostrating themselves before Gandhiji. A photograph
was taken and then Gandhiji and Kasturba left for Durban by the 1 o'clock
special train.

